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AMERICAN COLONY IN AFRICA. 
From the New- York Statesman. 
FROM ONE OF THE EDITORS. 


Washington, Jan. 28, 1823. 

[ had the pleasure of passing two or 
ihree hours last evening in company with 
Dr. Ayres, the agent of the colony at the 
mouth of the river Messurado in Africa. 
He imparted to me much) interesting in- 
formation, relative to this infant settlement, 
a sketch of which may be acceptable to 
our readers. Dr. Ayres has resided there 
for some time, and is perfectly acquainted 
with the affairs of the colony from its ori- 
vin, and with its prospeet of success. 
~ The mouth of the Messurado is in six 
degrees of north latitude, and about two 
hundred miles south of the English colony 
at Sierra Leone. At its entrance the riv- 
er is about two hundred yards wide, with a 
bar which has formed some obstructions to 
uavigation, but which has lately been swept 
away by some shifting in the current or 
tides, so as to render the harbour easy 
of access. The river is said to be naviga- 
ble for some distance ; but little is known 
of it, as its banks and its sources have not 
been explored. It is supposed to rise near 
the Niger, which runs transversely to its 
head waters. Dr. Ayres anticipates much 
information as to the geography of the 
country, from an intelligent man of colour, 
who will accompany him in the next trip, 
for the purpose of travelling into the inte- 
rior. 

The climate is said to be by no means 
insalubrious, the mercury never rising at 
the hottest seasons so high as 90, and at 
evening ranging from 70 to 80. My in- 
formant states that the weather was warm- 
er at New-York, both when he left and 
when he returned, than he found it any 
tune during his absence. He never slept 
without blankets upon bis bed, which he 
uniformly found grateful towards morning. 
At noon-day the sun is seldom visible, be- 
ing obscured by vapour. Dr. Ayres consid- 
ers a residence there in all respects as safe 
and healthy as at Washington. Of the 
sincerity of his opinion he gives the strong- 
est evidence, by going out again with an 
intention of remaining for years. 

Nothing can exceed the fertility of the 
soil. Trees, plants, and vegetables have an 
astonishingly rapid and Juxuriant growth. 
It was related as a fact, that in the garden 


of an English gentleman at Sierra Leone, 
a grape vine im nine days after it was 
planted, contained a cluster of grapes dis- 
tinctly formed. Corn and grain are found 
to thrive well, and cotton and coffee grow 
spontaneously, the former in such abund- 
ance as to be considered a nuisance. It is 
the opinion of the agent, that a colony 
might not only sustain itself, but become 
rich by proper management. 

The native population is still dense, al- 
though it has been thinned off by an annu- 
al decrease of two hundred theusand slaves, 
who are hunted like wild beasts, dragged 
into servitude, torn from their homes, their 
friends, and their country, and exported to 
foreign markets! What a fact is this for 
an age of light and liberty, philosophy and 
Christian philanthropy! All along the 
shore are the establishinents of factors, who 
derive their support and have even grown 
rich from a traffic in the flesh and blood of 
their own kindred. They are connected 
in these diabolical pursuits with a class of 
beings in the interior, called bush-men, 
whose business it is to catch the natives 
and rivet upon their hitherto free and un- 
fettered limbs the first chains of slavery. 
From the interior they are driven about a 
day’s journey to the sea-shore, where 
they are delivered over to the factors who 
in turn sell them to the commanders of 
slave-ships, belonging to the most civilized 
and polished nations on the globe. Thus 
is there a regular system of trade, as well 
organized and established as the whale- 
fishery or fyr-trade to the Pacific. 

The town at Messurado is but a few 
yards from the river, elevated about 200 
feet above the water. From the summit of 
the eminence upon which it stands, the 
prospect is exgremely picturesque and 
grand, extending around the whole hori- 
zon as far as the eye can reach, and pre- 
senting a variegated view of a nundred 
realms clothed in verdure and beauty, rich 
in natural resources, and susceptible of be- 
ing rendered the abodes of peace, content- 
ment and happiness. At present, however, 
it is little else than a field of stratagem, 
plunder, and cruelty, where man is hunted 
by his fellow man, and the soil steeped in 
the tears and blood of the slave. There are 
at present in the town no more than about 
thirty houses; but preparations are now 
actively making to augment the number 
and strength of the colony. Dr. Ayres 
will sail from Baltimore in about two 
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months, with an accession of seventy or 
eighty new settlers, who are all free per- 
sans of colour. He has as many engaged 
as the vessel will accommodate, and nu- 
merous applications have been refused. 
Persons of colour in and about Philadel- 
phia, contemplate fitting out another ship 
expressly for the purpose of transporting 
those, who may wish to join the colony and 
settle in the land of their fathers. The 
whole expense of forming this settlement is 
defrayed by the voluntary contributions of 
wealthy blacks, and philanthropic individ- 
uals who are the friends of this unfortunate 
race. It is supposed that funds will be 
supplied from these sources, sufficient for 
all the purposes for which they will be 
needed. 

Several important consequences are an- 
ticipated from this colony. In the first 
place it will have a salutary efiect in check- 
ing the horrors of the slave trade, by af- 
fording protection to the inhabitants of 
this part of Africa, against factors and 
bush-men. Secondly, it will produce an 
amelioration of the condition of the na- 
tives, by introducing among them ag- 
riculture and the arts, and attracting 
their attention to these peaceful pursuits. 
Thirdly, it will secure a free refuge for free 
blacks from this country, who are annual- 
ly becoming more and more numerous, 
and who have not the means of gaining a 
livelihood. ‘This eofsideration is of great 
importance as well to the United States as 
to persons of colour themselves. The black 
population is fast gaining upor the white, 
and it is yet a problem what shall be done 
with the surplus, or what will be the event 
if it be not removed from our country. 

Dr. Ayres thinks there are radical de- 
fects in the government and management 
of the settlement of blacks at Sierra Leone. 
The colonial policy of England of render. 
ing her tributaries subservient to her com- 
mercial interests, is too rigidly enforced. 
She has always endeavoured to keep her 
colonies weak and entirely dependent on 
the mother country for protection and sup- 
port; in short, to act the part of the severe 
step-mother towards her children. This 
system has been adopted and enforced in 
the government of Sierra Leone. No 
pains have been taken to diffuse intelli- 
gence among the neighbouring tribes, to 
promote a spirit of enterprise or to encou- 
rage the introduction of the arts and ag- 
ricultural pursuits. As an evidence of 
this, it is stated that the use of the plough 
is entirely unknown in the colony, and the 
soil is cultivated entirely by manual labour. 
At first thought this would seem to be a 
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blind policy ; but it is found that the com. 
merce of England derives more benefi 
froin a lucrative trade in the commoditie: 
of Africa, than it could from the agricultur- 
al products of the country if ever so wel 
cultivated. A different course will be pur. 
sued in the American colony, and it willbe 
the object of its superintendents to desig- 
nate aud extend the spirit, freedom, and 
enterprise of oar own institutions. 





PALESTINE MISSION. 


From the Boston Recorder. 


Extract of a letter from Rev. P. Fisx, to a 
correspondent in Sturbridge, (Mass.) da- 
ted Malta, Aug. 22, 1822. 


“TIT know not how to fill my sheet 
better, than by telling you briefly, how 
I pass my time. I live in the house with 
dear brother and sister Temple, and enjoy 
daily the pleasure and advantage of then 
society. Four days in a week I spend 
principally in studying Arabic ; a slow, dif- 
ficult and discouraging work. My instruc- 
tor is a Catholic priest, with whom I often 
discuss religious subjects. He seems asham- 
ed of many things in their system, but 
thinks he has no right to disbelieve them. 
The other two days I spend in studying 
Italian, in which language I have a lesson 
on Saturday with another Catholic priest, 
who speaks in as strong terms as I could 
wish, against the errors and abominations 
of the papal church, and assents to almost 
every thing I say to him. He seems how- 
ever very far from possessing the spirit of 
the gospel. 

We have a large room in our house, 
which we use as a chapel. It will accom- 
modate about 100 persons, and is some- 
times well filled. We preach here m Eng- 
lish twice on the Sabbath, and alsoon Wed- 
nesday evening. On Thursday eve, we 
preach to 30 or 40 persons in one of the 
suburbs of the city. Our congregations 
are composed of English Independents, 
Presbyterians, Episcopalians, Baptists and 
Methedists. A considerable number of 
them, I trust, are truly pious, some of them 
are very delightful Christians. 

Last Friday evening I preached for the 
first time publicly in Italian—my text was ; 
“ What shall I do to be saved ©” About 49 
were present; one Jew, six or eight 
Greeks, ten or twelve English, the rest 
Catholics, one of them a priest. I have 
heard, that many of the Catholics were 
much struck with the prayers. Probably 
they never before heard a prayer which 
they could understand. 
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Mrs. Temple and two or three of her 
Christian friends began a Sabbath School 
last Sunday in our chapel with 16 English 
children. To-day they had 38, one of 
them a little Jewess, and three or four 
Catholics. I made an address and prayed 
with them. 

We have just got our press in operation, 
and yesterday struck off 500 eopies of a 
tract of 4 pages in [talian. We pray, that 
this may prove the beginning” of opera 
tions, which are to enlighten Western A- 
sia. 

I know not whether, what I have said, 
will make you think that our situation is 
pleasant and our prospects flattering, or 
the reverse. We have indeed many com- 
forts and many encouragements. But no 
week, | may say no day, passes without its 
disappointments, its Jabours, and its trou- 
bles. I hope, however, that we shall not 
faint, that our patrons will not be discoura- 
ged, and that in due time God will bless us 
and our mission. Iam sure, that you, my 
dear brother, and many others will pray 
for us; and [ trust, that our hearts are 
sometimes enlarged to pray for all the min- 
isters of Christ, and all his churuhes, and 
all the world, 

I know not how to close without alluding 
to a painful topic. My dearest earthly 
friend has been removed from me. It was 
a heavy stroke. I sometimes felt as though 
I should sink under it. You knew brother 
Parsons, and you know, in some measure, 
what I have Jost. I cannot write his dear 
name without peculiur emotions. O how 
serenely he went down to the grave !” 





From the Missionary Herald. 


TANNAH. 


From a private letter of Mr. Nichols, 
dated June 3, 1822, we gather the follow- 
ing particulars. 

On the 1lith of May, Mr. N. and his 
wife were called to mourn the death of a 
promising child. On this occasion, they 
experienced the kind and sympathizing at- 
tentions of the English families at Tannah, 

In the mission family were 13 children, 
received as boarding scholars, whose edu- 
cation was provided for by their parents ; 
and five poor children, who were received 
gratuitously. The boarding school had 
gradually risen to its present state, by 
which the expenses of the station were 
mach diminished, and had been for some 
time entirely defrayed. The parents were 
much gratified with the proficiency of the 
children. The more appropriate mission- 
ary labors were not much interrupted by 
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this measure, as almost the whole charge of 
the family and school was assumed by Mrs, 
Nichols. 

Much care is taken to instruct the child- 
ren in religion. They act with great de- 
corum at public worship on the Sabbath, 
and at famiiy prayers; and forin a very 
interesting choir of singers. Some of them 
have learnt 70 or 80 hymns. 

After expressing much gratitude for the 
numerous favours, which Providence has 
bestowed upon the mission family, Mr. N. 
adds: “ We are encouraged with regard 
to several of our children. They retire 
regularly aud constantly for prayer every 
day ; and are very serious and inquisitive 
on religious subjects.” 

Happy will it be, if the same divine in- 
fluences should be experienced here, as in 
the boarding schools in Ceylon. 
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NEW-HAVEN, FEBRUARY 22. 


CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCIETY OF 
ENGLAND. 

At page 114, of this volume, we gave a brief 
account of the 22d anniversary of this Society. 
A late English publication which we have re- 
ceived, furnishes a more detailed statement of its 
proceedings during the year. Eighteen auxilia- 
ries were formed, of which four were Braneh 
Societies. A ladies association had been form- 
ed, for the purpose of supplying “ suitable articles _ 
of clothing to the female negroes, in the West- 
Africa, and West-I[ndia missions of the society.” 
Mrs. Fry and other ladies, have contributed par- 
cels of clothing, which was made by the female 
convicts in Newgate. ‘The Report observes, 
“there is something in a charity of this nature 
‘twice blessed’ indeed, and benevolent ladies may 
feel singular gratification, in employing their an- 
nual contribution to set reformed female convicts 
of their own country to work, for the benefit of 
negro girls and women, rescued from vice and 
oppression, and brought under christian instruc- 
tion.” 

The number of persons of both sexes, prepar- 
ing for missionary labour, under the direction of 
the society, is twenty-three. It is stated in the 
Report, that a sufficient number of young clergy- 
men do not offer themselves. 


“ More than thirty persons have offered 
themselves for the missionary service, du- 
ring the year: a few only have been re- 
ceived, but the offers of some of the rest 
are still under consideration. The com- 
mittee cannot, however, but regret, that 
zeal for the extension of the kingdom of 
Christ among the heathen—a service of 
the highest honour to which the talents 
and acquirements of christians can he dé- 








612 


devoted—should have such partial influ- 
ence among the great and increasing body 
of young men, either under preparation for 
holy orders or recently entered on the sa- 
cred office, whose piety is unqaestionable, 
and whose gifts and attainments eminently 
fit them for this service. The committee 
fet? on this subject, that the urgent wants 
of the fallen christian churches and of the 
whole unchristianized world call on all the 
sincere servants of Christ to abound in im- 
portunate prayer for the gracious influen- 
ces of the Holy Spirit, in preparing and 
sending forth able and devoted men for the 
establishment of the promised kingdom of 
their Lord.” 

We have at different times printed much that 
appears in the Report. The following is a sum- 
mary view of the state of the missions. 


“Inthe nine missions of the Society 
which have now been surveyed, there are 


about forty stations, with a number of 


schools dependent on them. ‘These sta- 
tions are occupied by about ninety Euro- 
peans, who have been sent forth from this 
country to the different Missions : of these, 
thirty-two are ordained missionaries, twen- 
ty-four are wives of missionaries, and the 
rest are teachers and settlers, male and fe- 
male : of native labourers, there are about 
one hundred and sixty ; two of whom are 
ordained missionaries, and the others rea- 
ders, catechists, teachers, and assistarts. 
The number of scholars, adults and child- 
ren, cannot be exactly ascertained ; but it 
appears, from the last returns, to be about 
ten thousand five hundred. Churches 
have been built in various places: and, 
every year, converts are added to the Lord. 
The work is, io truth, as yet, still buta 
work of preparation—except, indeed, in 
a few favoured spots, where the gracious 
outpourings of the Holy Spirit have most 
strikingly shewn what blessed effects will 
follow wherever the arm of the Lord shall 


be revealed.” 


BAPTIST MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


From the annual report of the (English) Bap- 
tist Missionar: Society for 1822, it appears that 


the income o! the year was 12,2917. Ils. 4d. and 


the expenditure 12,460/. I3s. 


The society now 


owes a debt of 2.808/. 19s. 6d. To the receipts of 


the Society, the Edinburgh Bible Society contri- 
buted 300/. the Glasgow Auxiliary Society 3402. 
and an Auxiliary in the Netherlands 200/. The 
sum of 4000/. was also granted by the British and 
Poreign Bible Society, in aid of the translations 
of the scriutures at Serampore. For the purpose 
of diffusing information in Waies concerning mis- 
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sions, and for showing their necessity, some of 
the “ Farewell Letters” of Mr. Ward, are in « 
course of translation into the Welsh langauge. 
A member of the committee of this society is on 
a visit to the continent for the purpose of making 
known its existence, and objects, to those church- 
es in Germany, Russia, and Switzerland, which, 
says the report, bear an “ affinity to our own?” 
From an extract which we shall give, it will ap- 
pear that the statement we sometime since gaye 
of the relaxation of zeal, among the worshippers 
of Juggernaut, was correct, and that the Brah- 
mins think of removing an idol which has ‘ brought 
much gain’ to them, and we may add, to the Bri- 
tish government, into some district where the 
light of truth has not as yet shown the vanity and 
sin of their unhappy system. 

“We are fully aware, that, compared 
with what remains to be done, little has 
yet been effected ; but, to argue, that di- 
vine truth will advance with no greater 
rapidity in years to come than that which 
has marked its progress hitherto, would be 
justified neither by the history of past ages, 
nor the analogies employed in scripture to 
illustrate the subject. The first fruits are 
a mere handful, compared with the exten- 
sive field; but the husbandman well 
knows, that, when these are gathered in, 
the whole field is rapidly hastening to ina- 
turity. And if, at many stations, distant 
froin one another, idolaters are, month af- 
ter month, confessing that Jesus Chirst is 
Lord, to the glory of God the Father—if, 
in one-and-twenty different dialects, the 
life-giving word is presented, to more than 
ten times as many millions of our fellow- 
mortals—if the sagacious Brahmins, feel- 
ing that the current of popular opinion is 
beginning to set in a new direction, have 
resorted to the medium of the press, in the 
vain hope of arresting its progress—if, 
finally, the votaries of Juggernaut have 
already begun to shrink from the useless 
toil of dragging the unwieldy chariot of 
their huge misshapen idol, so that his faith- 
ful attendants are constrained to think of 
transporting this “ Lord of the World,” 
to some other district, where the zeal oi 
his worshippers is yet fervent*; surely, 
none will affirm that we have laboured in 
vain, Or spent our strength for naught— 


none can doubt whether the leaven be al-. 


ready infused into the mass, which shall 
continue to operate till the whole lump be 
leavened.” 

We have already stated in one of our summa 
ries, that the periodical agcounts relative to the 





* This fact was stated by Colonel Stanhope, 
at a meeting of proprietors, held at the East-Iutia 
House, on the 30th May. 
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Serampore missions, are reprinted in London, 
The following is an extract from the preface, of 
ene of those numbers, which is signed by the 
secretaries of the Baptist Missionary Society, and 
‘¢ will explain the present relation of the Seram- 
pore missionaries to the Society.” 

«“ As the missionaries at Serampore have 
heen enabled so far to exceed the expecta- 
tions of their first supporters, as largely to 
promote the propagation of the gospel by 
funds which they have themselves origina- 
ted, a material change has resulted in their 
relation to the society from which they 
sprang: in consequence of which, the 
brethren at that station act independently 
in the management of all their concerns ; 
while they preserve, in undiminished vig- 
our, the principles of affectionate union 
and zealous operation with the parent so- 
ciety. 

Such being the natural result of events, 
the committee express their earnest and 
humble hope, that a divine blessing may 
continue to rest upon the future labours of 
their brethren at Serampore, as well as 
upon those carried on more immediately 
under the direction and superintendance 
of the society ; and that these efforts, con- 
ducted in one spirit and tending to the 
same end, may happily contribute to the 
general diffusion of the religion of Christ 
Jesus throughout the continent of India.” 

HOMILY SOCIETY. 

The friends of truth will be gratified to learn, 
that a society has been formed among the mem- 
bers of St. Paul’s Church, in Philadelphia, en- 
titled “ Homily Society of St. Paul’s Church.” 
The object of this society “is the publication 
and distribution of religious tracts, and more par- 
ticularly of the Homilies of the Church. Twen- 
ty thousand tracts, including editions of three of 
the Homilies, have been published since its 
organization, Robert Piggot, No. 29, North 
Front-Street, isthe agent of the society.” 





NEW-YORK BETHEL UNION. 


Exertions for the diffusion of christian know- 
ledge among seamen, are greater than at any 
former period, and are attended with some de- 
gree of success. This numerous and interesting 
class of men, have been too long neglected, but 
we have reason to believe that at no distant pe- 
riod, those who go down to the sea in ships,—that 
do business in great waters, will with a true sense 
ofthe greatness and glory of Jehovah, observe 
the works of the Lerd, and his wonders in the 
deep. Those who in the numerous institutions, 
in this, and some other countries, for the revival 
of religion at home, and for the spreagiing it 
sbroad,—who in the,revivals of religion with 
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which our country has been blessed, and in the joy- 
ful news which they have heard from the islands 
of the sea, are unable to perceive any indication 
of the approach of a millenial day, must surely 
be slow of heart to believe all that the prophets 
have spoken. From the second report of the 
New-York Bethel Union, we make the following 
extracts. 

“ During the pust year new societies have 
been formed in the following ports : 

The English coast east of London :— 
Colchester, Wivenhoe, Harwich, Ipswich, 
and a Bethel flag ordered for Lowestoff. 

North of London:—-Lynn, Boston, 
Gainesborough, Bridlington, Scarborough, 
Whitby, Stockton on Tees, Sunderland, 
Newcastle, South and North Shields, 
Blythe. 

On the Cumberland coast :—Mary Port, 
Workington, and White Haven. 

The British Channel :—Watchel and 
Bridge Water. 

West of London :—Dartmouth, Brix- 
ham, and a Bethel flag hoisted at Poole. 

South of London :—Isle of Wight, where 
the duchess of Beaufort has formed a sail- 
or’s library, Lymington, Southampton, 
aud New-Haven, also at Deal, Greenwich, 
and Deptford—making between 30 and 40 
new societies in England. 

Ireland :—Societies are formed in Dub- 
lin, Cork, and Waterford. : 

Wales :—Newport, Swansea, Milford, . 
Carnavon, and Bangor. 

Scotland :—Aberdeen, Glasgow, Gree- 
nock, and a foundation laid for one at 
Leethe.—With Greenock we have had an 
interesting correspondence. Nor are ac- 
counts less gratifying from other parts of 
the world. 

At St. John’s, New- Brunswick, meetings 
have been supported for three years. 

Berlice, on the east coast of South Ame- 
rica, has a Bethel flag established in its 
harbour. 

Rio de Janciro :—In this important sta- 
tion is established the Bethel flag ; a pious 
merchant has it hoisted every sabbath, on 
board some ship, where he reads sermons, 
gives exhortations, and holds prayer meet- 
ings. 

Asia has had a Bethel flag occasionally 
hoiste! in soine of her ports—a missionary 
is just going out from England, who prom. 
ises to raise it on the Ganges, and invite 
sailors to the kingdom of Chirist. 

Europe every where presents a most in 
teresting field for the efforts of the society, 
and every opportunity will be embraced of 
cultivating it. 

A very gratifying letter has lately been 
received from a missionary at Leghorz 
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He had preached to Italian sailors on 
board a vessel called the Sacred Family. 

At Gibraltar a New and efficient society 
for seamen and soldiers has been formed. 
The Bethel flag has been hoisted on board 
a Buenos Ayres frigate, and the Lord has 
signally blessed the labours and zeal of the 
officers and gentlemen of this garrison. 

In Oporto some pious captains have 
hoisted the Bethel flag, and held religious 
meetings on board different ships, to the 
great advantage of many seamen. 

Cronstadt :—A Bethel flag was present- 
ed to the Rev. Mr. Knill, when he went 
out as a missionary to Russia; and some 
captains have since hoisted flags of their 
own at Cronstadt. Hundreds have flock- 
ed on board. The greatest interest is ex- 
cited. Dr. Henderson goes from St. Pe- 
tersburgh to preach to sailors at Cronstadt. 
An application will be made by the Rus- 
sians to the emperor Alexander, that a 
ynan ef war may be granted as a floating 
chapel for that place. 

The Board might continue for hours in 
the detail of the most interesting occur- 
rences, they will, however, only add that, 
im the course of Divine Providence, a sea 
missionary has been raised up and thrust 
mto this new field of christian enterprise. 

On the Ist May, 1822, Captain Angas, 
of Newcastle, a fine young man in the 

ime of life—a man of property—who 
had retired from the sea, studied for the 
ministry, resided in Germany, Holland and 
France to acquire the language fluently, 
was set apart as a missionary to seamen. 
His whole soul is devoted to the work. 
He is admirably fitted for it, and his cir- 
cumstances allow him to surrender himself 
up to this office, and to travel by land and 
by sea to perform its various duties with- 
out expense to the society. 

This is certainly a most wonderful proof 
of the divine care and concern for sea- 
men. His travels through various parts of 
England have been very successful in bring- 
ing forward ministers of all denominations 
to form one grand bond of union, and has 
left them in the amiable spirit of peace, 
love and harmony. He is now on the 
continent of Europe, and we wait with the 
most pleasing hopes to hear of his labours 
in foreign seaports.” 

“The London Philanthropic Gazette, 
in reporting the proceedings of the third 

anniversary of the British and Foreign 
Seaman’s Friend Society and Bethel Un- 
ion, remarks, that the deep interest the 
institution possesses in the minds of many 
valuable persons is still manifest, by the 
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circumstances connected with the third 
anniversary. 

The religious services began on Monday 
evening, 30th September, when-a sermon 
was preached to a most numerous and tre- 
spectable auditory at Zion chapel, by the 
Rev. G. C. Smith of Penzance. On 
Tuesday, a sermon was preached by the 
Rev. T. Mortimer in the Strand—and in 
the evening, the third sermon was preach- 
ed at the Poultry chapel, by the’ Rev. 
Alexander Fletcher, who kindly undertook 
to supply the place of the Rev. Dr. Spring, 
of New-York, who was prevented by ill 
health. On Wednesday evening, the gen- 
eral meeting was held at the city of Lon- 
don tavern, when the right hon. admiral 
Lord Gambier, G. C. B. president of the 
society, took the chair. The great room 
was crowded to excess, and numbers of 
the most respectable friends were compel- 
led to retire. 

The noble admiral opened the business 
of the ineeting with many lively, serious 
and appropriate remarks, after which, 
among others, the following resolution was 
unanimously adopted. 

“ That this meeting hails with real sat- 
isfaction, the noble order and efficient co- 
operation of christian brethren, on the 
shores of the United States, and is happy 
to perceive that while the vast Atlantic 
rolls between us, England and America 
are one in zeal for the Redeemer’s king- 
dom, and are now once more united under 
the same flag, as a signal for British and 
American seamen to serve God.” 

In return, we can assure our English 
brethren, that British sailors are dear to 
our hearts—objects of deep solicitude, and, 
we trust, of fervent prayer. We most cor- 
dially*reciprocate these feelings of chris- 
tian fellowship, and hail with delight this 
happy period, which witnesses America 
and Britain united under the sai:e ban- 
ner ; and indulge the hope of progressing 
harmoniously in this pleasing work, until 
He shall reign, whose right it is, from the 
rivers to the ends of the earth. 

The Board feel peculiar: satisfaction in 
being able to state, that the Rev. Messrs. 
Goodell and Bird, missionaries to Pales- 
tine, who lately embarked from this port, 
expressed a deep interest for seamen. 
They have assured the friends ef the sea- 
men’s cause here, that they will endeavour 
to promote the objects of this institution, 
as far as they shall be able, consistently 
with their other important duties. 

We hope soon to see the Bethel flag 
hoisted along the extensive shores of the 
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Mediterranean ; and, ere long, on the bor- 
ders of the Red, the Euxine, and the Cas- 
pian seas. It was by the sea of Galilee 
the blessed Redeemer saw Simon Peter, 
and Andrew his brother, casting their nets 
into the sea, and he straitway made them 
fishers of men; and have we not abund- 
ant cause to indulge the hope that similar 
scenes will be acted over again in the 
same places, consecrated by the Saviour’s 
fyotsteps and crucifixion ? 

On sabbath evening, December 8th, the 
night previous to the departure of the mis- 
sionaries for the Holy Land, a meeting 
was held on board the Shepherdess. We 
need not say that it was an hour of inex- 
pressible tenderness and solemnity. ‘Tim- 
othy Dwight, Esq., of New-Haven, Jere- 
miah Evarts,Esq., of Boston, and Z Lew- 
is, Esq., of New-York, assisted in the exer- 
cises. We could not fail to call to mind 
the interesting season when the friends of 
the apostle Paul, accompanied him weep- 
ing to the ship—a part of Paul’s farewell 


address to the elders of Ephesus was read, . 


and we endeavoured to commend them, 
and all the crew, to God and the Word of 
his grace, which is able to build them up, 
and after their warfare is accomplished, to 
give them an inheritance among all them 
which are sanctified. 


SABBATH SCHOOL IN NEW-JERSEY. 

A Sabbath School was opened about the first of 
Sune, in Westfield, New-Jersey, and continued 
just four months, during which time forty-two 
thousand eight hundred verses in the scriptures and 
hymns, were committed and recited by the chil- 
dren to their instructors. The average number 
of scholars was sixty. One coloured boy com- 
mitted the whole of McDowell’s Bible Questions, 
and more than three thousand verses in the 
Bible. — Communicated. 


PRESIDENT EDWARDS. 

The Christian Disciple for Noveanber 
and December contains a Review of the 
late President Edward’s Treatise on Reli- 
gious Affections, as abridged by Ellerby. 
The Reviewers say, “ The form and style 
in which this work is here presented to the 
public, will we doubt not, be gratifying to 
most of its admirers ; and they are numer- 
ous. Next to his book on the Freedom 
of the Will, this Treatise on the Affections 
may be considered as the work on which 
President Edward’s reputation, as an acute 
metaphysician and ingenious writer, prin- 
cipally depends.” —“ Considered merely as 
an effort of misdirected ingenuity, we think 
that the work on the Wiil is not only to be 
placed before this on the Affections, butajse 
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before every other composition which we re- 
collect to have read.” —It is somewhat re- 
markable, if this work on the Will were 
not built on the immeveable principles of 
truth and solid argument, that none of its 
enemies have been able to bring forward a 
reply, which could shake its foundation ; 
especially when it is acknowledged on all 
hands that its enemies are numerous, and 
that amongst them there are many persons 
of talents, of erudition, and of metaphisic- 
al science. 

In reference to President Edward’s 
Treatise on the Affections, these Reviewers 
observe, that “ his main object is to lay 
down certain rules, by which, what he con- 
siders real and genuine religious experien- 
ces may be distinguished from such as are 
counterfeit or delusive. This is certainly 
an important subject ; and making allow- 
ance for the principles on which the writer 
proceeds, is here treated with great ability. 
The work is, however, chiefly directed 
against the errors and mistakes of Calvin- 
ists; and it is recommended to them as 
valuable, especially in seasons of great re 
ligious excitement. The Review labors to 
show, but we think upon unsound premises, 
that “there is nothing in the conduct or 
dispositions of the sinner, that will warrant 
the inference, that he absolutely hates 
God ; and that the existence of such ha- 
tred is not proved.”"—“We think we may 
assert, without fear of contradiction, that 
itis not in human nature to hate Infinite — 
Purity."—Some extracts from the Trea- 
tise are given in this Review, and some of 
them are highly approved ; but others are 
presented which are considered as strong 
evidence of the mingling of “ much alloy.” 
Several of these lastare the President’s re- 
marks on tlie influence of Satan upon the 
minds of men. “ These speculations,” it 
is said, “have come rather too late in the 
day. They would have done much better for 
the times when we had witches and wiz- 
ards ; and when to see and even converse 
with the devil, was one of the commonest 
occurences in the world. For some rea- 
son or other he has of late vears kept him- 
self very much to himself; and probably 
from this cause some have become so bold, 
and it may be so fool hardy, as to believe 
there is no worse devil existing, than is to 
be found in the passions and affections of 
men, when perverted and unrestrained ; 
and that to bold up any other can have no 
good effect, as it can only serve to turn 
away men’s watchfulness and resistance 
against this real devil, to direct them against 
an imaginary one.” 

After a consiferation of the numegous 
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passages of holy scripture, which warn 
men against Satan’s wiles and temptations; 
which assert his power over the imagina- 
tions and the hearts of men; which ex- 
hort them to a resistance of this evil spirit; 
which declare his absolute existence, and 
his agency in tempting the Saviour in the 
wilderness ;—we submit to our readers this 
question, whether it should be a matter of 
surprise, that men who can thus treat the 
delarations of scriptures on these subjects, 
should oppose the principles which adorn- 
ed the life and supported the death of such 
an eminent saint as the late President Ed- 
wards ? [Christian Watchman. 


CHOCTAW NATION. 


For the Religious Intelligencer. 
LETTER FROM MR. WILLIAMS. 


Mission School, Choctaw Nation, 
; Dec. 28th, 1822. 

Mr. Wuaitine.—Dear Sir,—I feel it no 
less a duty incumbent than gratifying, to 
communicate briefly, some information re- 
specting our present state and prospects. 

Various and complicated are the scenes 
of a Missionary’s life. He struggles con- 
stantly betwixt hope and fear: often in- 
deed it requires all the strength of his reso- 
Jution to sustain the conflict. In short, he 
finds it necessary to hope almost against 
hope. In view ofthe work he feels that his 
strength is weakness, and his wisdom fol- 
ly. *Tis then however that he lays hold of 
the Divine Promise, which proves as an 
anchor to the soul. This, it would seem, 
should hush every anxious fear, and stimu- 
Jate to action through years, yes, an 
age of suffering and disappointment. But 
when the Lord of Missions is pleased to 
grant some special token of favour, though 
it be a day of small things, surely all who 
look for the salvation of Zion will give 
thanks and renew their strength with the 
power of Israel’s Might. 

You have heard of the little season of 
refreshing we have experienced in this 
neighbourhood. I would I could now re- 
late greater things. But I know with 

whom is the residue of the Spirit. Though 
there is evidently a decline of anxious in- 
quiry, yet there are some whose hearts are 
warmed with Love Divine—who appear 
to be growing Christians. One black man, 
who till of late, appeared to be far from the 
kingdom of heaven, was brought to a bed 
of sickness. His mind suffered keen dis- 


tress till he gave himself up as lost. At 
this instant the Saviour revealed himself, 
and it is hoped he found that peace which 
the world knoweth not of. 


I had two or 
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three interviews with him which were very 
satisfactory. He has now entered into his 
rest. I would record it as a notable ip. 
stance of Divine Grace. I must notice, 
(though with sorrow) two or three instances 
of apostacy. These excepted, all for whom 
we dared to hope appear well. ‘The moral 
aspect has greatly changed, though there is 
yet room for improvement. There are 
very many who are yet under the influ. 
ence of the wicked one. I speak now of 
the blacks. Among the whites there is no 
general reformation. In truth their exam- 
pleis very destructiveto the Indians. Much 
prejudice is excited in their minds against 
the gospel, so that at times the pros- 
pects of usefulness to the present gen- 
eration, are somewhat clouded. But it is 
to be hoped that the Lord is preparing the 
way fortheir conversion. Though the en- 
emy is strong, there is one stronger than 
he. A church was organized at this place 
on the third Sabbath of Nov. Rev. breth- 
ren Kingsbury, and Wright officiated on 
this occasion ; present also brothers Jew- 
ell and Dyer from Elliott. It was an in- 
teresting season truly. Four persons (one 
white man and three blacks) having been 
previously examined, entered into cove- 
nant with us, and we all set down, ten in 
number, at the table of our Lord—Two of 
the new members were baptized at the time 
in presence of their earthly master and 
many spectators. The other two, a slave 
and her master, had received the ordinance 
in their childhood. There are* six or 
seven more negroes hopefully pious, that 
are kept back as yet by their masters who 
are unwilling they should come forward to 
the church. Prejudices are weakening 
however at the present if I do not mistake. 
We have great occasion to be thankful 
for the labours of gospel ministers within 
a few months past. Besides the occasion- 
al labours of Br. Wright, and br. Kings- 
bury,br. Byington has spent some days with 
us; and thrice have travelling ministers 
called and preached. 

The Christmas season is past, and I 
have noticed with real satisfaction, the con- 
trast between this and the former I spent in 
this place. Then all was riot and confu- 
sion.—Now, all, with only one or two ex- 
ceptions in the case of the apostates, was 
order and quiet. ¢ 





*Two white men who became pious in the 
early part of the revival, expect to unite with 
the church at Mayhew in a short time. 


+t A considerable number of our neighbours 
collected at our house where we had two seasons 
of worship and afterwards all sat down to acom- 


fortable repast. 
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Prayer meetings are frequently held in 
different places emong the blacks, and con- 
ducted with decency. 

The Sabbath is now regarded, especially 
by the black population, with much propri- 
ey of conduct,—and meetings are on the 
whole well attended.—When [ first came 
into the neighbourhood, [ had none to as- 
sist me in public exercises at the monthly 
concert : but now, if I am absent it will be 
conducted at my house, and at one or two 
other places in the neighbourhood. 

Jan. 1, 1823. At the commencement of 

this new year, I would communicate some 
particulars relative to the school at this sta- 
tion. There are now twenty-five scholars, 
eight of whom are full-blood choctaws ; the 
others are of mixed breed. Seven girls 
and eighteen boys—eight board at home, 
living only 13 miles from the school ; sev- 
enteen board and lodge with us, as our own 
children. Ten of these children are sup- 
ported from the funds of the American 
Board; the other seven are supported by 
their parents, who lay in a supply of pro- 
vision according to a certain rate for each 
scholar, including a portion for the teacher 
and his family. 

Nine of these children had attended 
school at Elliot a few months previous to 
my removal. In their studies they have 
made pleasing proficiency. Five are now 
cyphering to advantage—14 can read dis- 
tinctly in the Bible, and sing sweetly sey- 
eral spiritual songs—10 write a decent hand 
without a copy on paper, and 4 more write 
very well without copies on slates. Their 
improvement in writing is rather uncom- 
mon. But I would speak particularly of 
their pacific disposition, and their readiness 
to labom. Those who have been with us 
through the summer, have excelled in these 
particulars any I ever had the care of in 
this country. Iam now fully convinced of 
the expediency of taking only a very few 
large boys under our care. Our children 
are, for the most part very listless when ad- 
dressed on the subject of religion, as also 
the natives around us. It is painful even 
to think of the cruel instigations of white 
men, not only residents, but occasional 
travellers also. Our dear scholars go from 
their school to their homes, where, in some 
instances, they hear, ‘ There is no hell’— 
‘It is not good to pray’—‘ None of my 
children shall be christians’-—and such like 
expressions: still this people is extremely 
friendly to me, and to the school. Reli- 
g10n is unpopular because so many of the 
poor negroes attend to it. But I can see 
no cause of discouragement; and it is to 


be hoped that our christian brethren in our 
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dear native land will not despond or be 
weary, if their missionaries are not. Ts i 
true that the way is prepared for the estab- 
lishment ofsmall schools throughout this na- 
tion. ‘The men and means are wanting.— 
And will the seed of the gospel all be lost : 
No; no. If it were no other than a world- 
ly undertaking, we might fear and expect 
its downfall. But the God of heaven, he 
will prosper us. Let it be remembered, 
dear christian brethren, God will be sought 
unto for these things. In answer to the 
faithful fervent prayers of the Church, will 
the missionary cause prevail. In vain cise, 
are the efforts of Bible, Missionary, Educa- 
tion and Tract Societies, and Sunday 
Schools. O Christians! what meaneth our 
Saviour, when he says, “ Whatsoever ye 
shall ask the Father in my name, he will 
give it you.” It will be well to remeniber 
that there is work here for hundreds to do; 
and those few who are now in the field will 
shortly sink under their labours, as some of 
our dear associates already have, unless 
there be efficient aid. And must or can the 
greatwork stop? God forbid. “T'he heathen 
can and must be evangelized.” Let the church 
feel and act upon this sentiment and the 
work will go on and prosper. And are theve 
noue whose hearts so burn with love to the 
crucified Redeemer, that they are ready to 
sacrifice all they have and are for heathen 
souls ? Let every one however count the 
cost, and he need not go a_ warfare on his 
own wages. I have already received a 
hundred fold. To the work then, dear 
christian brother and sister: the Lord hath 
need of you.—In the name of Jesus go ; 
fear not. “ Lo Iam with you.” 

Iam, dear Sir, respectfully yours in the 
Lord. L.S. Wriu.taMs. 


—— 


INDIAN LETTER. 


The following !etter is from David Fol. 
som, an Indian Chief in the Choctaw na- 
lion, to his friend in Newark. The writes 
had had but very limited means of educa- 
tion—being restrained by his parents, he 
had no opportunity of instruction till 20 
years of age, when, (to use his own lan- 
guage) he thought himself his own man, 
and with what little money he could scrape 
together, went to Tennessee and spent six 
months in a school, and then returned be- 
cause his means failed. The effects of 
civilization and religion on his mind, are 
most conspicuous and wonderful. Once 
he was aman of war, and delighted in the 
cruelties and superstitions of Indian cus- 
toms. Now he deprecates war as a great 


eviland desires that al] nations and men 
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should dwell together in love and unity. 
He hails with gratitude the establishment 
of schools in his nation, and importunately 
solicits the continued patronage of the 
christian public. Instead of applying for 
the bloody instruments of death and the 
munitions of war, he sends for—what ? 
Books—yes, to purchase a christian Libra- 
ry of Books !—his selection of which is not 
only expressive of his taste, but would do 
honour to any Clergyman’s study—and 
which ought to shame multitudes of nom- 
inal christians who know less about them, 
than this once ignorant uncivilized Indian. 
If such are the benefits which results from 
education—and such the influence it has 
on the untutored mind, should the friends 
of Missions be discouraged ? On the con- 
trary, let them go forward—they have rea- 
son to bless God dnd take courage. 
[.Vewark Centinel. 
Croctaw Nation, Pigeon Roost, ? 
August 29th, 1822. 

My dear friend and brother,—Your very 
good and acceptable letter have just come 
to hand. You give me a great relief, and 
consolation, and peace of mind, and joy. 
What acknowledgement can I, a poor, mis- 
erable sinful Choctaw make to my good 
brethren and sister in Newark and its vi- 
cinity ? This striking taken of brotherly 
love from them to us poor despised Choc- 
taws, is proof enough for us to know that 
it is the people of God, and who walk in 
the fear of him, and are desirous to do good 
, among their red brethren and sisters, who 
are in the dark and full of superstition, and 
know not the way to true happiness in this 
world, or in the world to come after death. 
Indeed we poor Choctaws are here, and 
know not God in a right way, or do they 
have any fear before their eyes—know no- 
thing about that dear precious Saviour which 
you tell me of, and they do not know when 
sabbath comes. Not only my nation but 
our neighbouring nation, suffer equally as 
much as my nation. We poor people are 
perishing and melting away almost every 
day for lack of knowledge. Yes, my dear 
brothers and sisters, the Choctaws needs 
your help: and you have helped them, 
and I return you my sincere thanks for 
your benevolence and charity which you 
bestowed upon my nation. 

The box which was forwarded for May- 
hew has not come to hand as yet: but it 
is believed that it was received lately at 
Elliot, and it will be forwarded from theiice 
to Mayhew. When tlie box is received at 
Mayhew, I shall take much pains to tell 
the Choctaws and scholars, why this valu- 
able present has come from a good people, 
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and from a far country, and I shall endeay. 
orto interpret your letter to them, and j 
do what good I can according to my ability, 

Friends and brothers : I must tell you; 
is but few years since we loved all manne, 
of wickedness—my brothers, and uncle, 
and my forefathers, my mother being de. 
scended among the largest family in thy 
nation, and therefore (as war is delight(y| 
in the heart of a red man,) many of my 
near relation was war-leading chiefs to my 
knowledge ; they killed their eneinies, 
and many of them have been slain, ayj 
when I grew up notwithstanding I had 
somewhat better advantages than many oj 
my people, I did love war; in the lay 
American war, I was out in behalf of you 
Country ; and as it is a custom among 4; 
red people, and as [ was one of their lead. 
ers, how did I encourage the warriours a 
all times, when they were in camp or rest. 
ing on their march—and when we came in 
contact with our enemies, it was my usual 
custom with that blood-thirsty determina- 
tion, having at the samme time in one hand. 
a scalping knife, and tomahawk in the 
other. Thenl would say to my warriours, 
if it be pleasing to our great Father the 
spirit above this day that the sun should 
shine on us mingled with our own blood 
let it be so; for we will die like a brave 
warriour and with that great honour ; but 
if it be ordered otherwise for us by the 
great Father the spirit above, we shall be 
victorious and we shall return home to our 
own dancing yard, with that great. honour, 
and scalp in our hand: there we will meet 
on our own fire side, and the holy spot of 
our yard where we dance the war dance; 
there we shall embrace our beloved sisters, 
mothers, and our wives and daughters: 
they will receive and welcome us home to 
our own dancing yard, and the females 
will receive the scalp with joy, and honour, 
and they will dance with shouting and _ joy 
with scalp in their hand, and on that holy 
yard where we raised our war clat, and 
where our prophets prophesied for the 
scalp, on that ground we shall receive ou! 
honour and out war name. 

Oh! I do perceive that [ and my nation 
have been desperately wicked. Sosoon as 
the war was over, at one of our grand - 
Councils, I petitioned the Council that we 
should beg at the hand of our father the 
President of the U. §. to send us a teacli- 
er. The petition to Council was very ac 
ceptable and the nation beg of the U. 5. 
agent to lay the request of the Choctaws 
before our great father the President, and 
not many months after this we had teact- 
ers cOme to our nation. 
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Friend and brother, although I do not 


Some up to that instruction you give me in 


yoar letter about the great things of reli- 
Sion, and following the example of our dear 
Redeemer, yet I have a wish to do what is 
right according to my ability—and en- 
deavour to live better life, and to leave off 
wicked ways. I hope I feel to live tn 
eace with all nation, and the beams of 
eace may enlighten and bless all man- 
kind is the sincere wish of your friend. 
Oh when shall that tree of peace be rear- 
ed up so that all mankind under the whole 
heaven may sit down together as brothers 
under its branches. Oh whata great peace 
would then be to my soul, to hear under 


' the whole heaven, that there is no more 


war. With much sorry I do hear the war 
between the Cherokees and Osages. It is 
painful to me to think that peace has never 
been established between them and my 
nation; and it is painful to me to state 
that some of the Choctaws have been over 
among the Cherokees and join them a- 
gainst the Osages and have brought in 
scalp. Oh I do look forward for that day 
to come, thatthe green grass which grows 
on our forest, may not be stained with 
human blood—with horrors of war. I 
know when that great tree of peace shall 
be reared up in Christ Jesus all nations will 
sit down together. im unity as brothers un- 
derits branches. Brothers, Choctaws are 
thanktul to you and are rejoiced that you 
have sent them Bible, and missionaries, 
and teachers among them, to teach them 
good things. 

Friends and brothers, this seed of life 
you have already sown to this dark be- 
nighted land, must be continually nursed 
and who is a nurser of this new vineyard 
of our Master and Maker? It is you my 
dear brother—it is you my christian friends, 
is anurser and dresser of this vineyard. I 
as a poor ignorant red man, in behalf of 
iny distressed people, do cry unto you my 
dear brethren and sisters, as a fatherless 
child would cry to some distant parent to 
have pity—pity on them, for they are poor 
and do not know the way to be happy. I 
pray you to continue to help them, so long 
as any hope for them. 

The new station at Mayhew is a lovely 
spot—the school is doing well. There 
shall be nothing lacking on my part to 
promute its best prosperity. We hope to 
have in afew months a christian Choctaw 
as a teacher from Cornwall at this station. 

Having long desired to get some books, 
Thappy that an opportunity has come to 
hand that I can send to you for them, not- 
withstanding it is very little that I can read. 
Butas I hope J have forever left off scalp- 
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ing knife and horrours of Indian practices, 
I must have some good books, and endeav- 
our to live anew, and lay down such exam- 
ples as may be good for my country, and for 
those youth who now are training up for 
usefulness by the missionaries at the school. 
{See No. 38. Rel. Int. p. 597.] The above 
mentioned books you will please get them 
on thelowest terms you can. The payment I 
will forward to you by Rev. C. Kingsbury, 
Please to forward them to the care of Mr. 
Kingsbury, and have them insu -d. 

I would like to get some more good 
books from that country, bat what is al- 
ready mentioned, will be as much as I 
will be able to pay for. Formy services 
among my people, I get no pay: but I 
hope I labour among my people for glory 
of God. Present my best respects to the 
friends of the Choctaws in your town and 
in your country. 

Receive this as coming from your un- 
worthy Choctaw brother, 

Davin Fousom. 





Mr. Wuitine,—If at this day of the wonder- 
ful exhibiuons of sovereign grace, and of call tor 
human aid to civilize and evangelize the world, 
and should you deem the following worthy of a 
place in the Religious Intelligencer, it is at your 
disposal. M. 

TRUE BENEVOLENCE DELINEATED. 

Mr. M. took charge of a ship and sailed for a 
foreign port—was shipwrecked—but he and his 
crew arrived safe on shore utterly destitute. In 
this forlorn condition, they seek relief among the 
inhabitants of the country. The Captain goes 
to the merchants, and informs them that himself 
and owners are persons of property, aad that he 
does notcome to solicit charity. Lf they will be 
so good as to furnish him and the ship’s company 
with requisites to supply their present distress, 
that he will draw bills payable at sight. But these 
uufecling worldlings refuse ; they tcl! him how- 
ever, that there is a man in the neighbourhood 
who would help him, and pointed him out,—said 
he was rich and did often help persovs who were 
in distress. Mr M. goes to the house and gains 
admittance,—makes known his errand—gives 
him to understand that he (the gentleman, )was said 
to be rich, and does often relieve people under 
sufferings. The gentleman says to him, you are 
under a mistake ; Jum not mch, Sir, and they 
who told you so, told you wrong. Be not offend- 
ed Sir, says the Captain, your neighbours told me 
that you was rich, and I have troubled you under 
the impression of that belief. But Sir, 1 do not 
solicit aid in charity, 1 wil! draw bills upon my 
friends payable at sight. Says the gentleman, J 
am not rich, but mi Master is very rich. I have 
great possessions, yet have nothing that I can truly 
call my own. 

Come, go with me Sir,—the Captain accom- 
panies him into another apartment—here the 
gentlemen opens an abundance of treasure,—bids 
him take all he wants. The Captaintenders him 
drafts on his owners and friends. The gentleman 
utterly refuses, telling him, to take all that he has 
need of but adds, “‘ remember Sir, that it is not 
my property, but my great Master's. I have no 


thing that I can truly call my own—I am the 
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Lord’s steward, you must therefore for whatever 
you take, account with Him. 
judgment, we shall all be compelled sto give an 
exact account of all that is done here in the body. 
‘Then Sir, happy, happy, wiil it be for you and 
me, if we can prove ourselves to have been the 
faithful stewards of the Lord ; for we shall then 
enjoy His blissful presence forever and ever.— 
Reader, if you are well pleased with the eonduct 
of this faithful servant of the Lord, show your ap- 
probation, by similar devotedness of yourself and 
of your all to Him. Dear fellow servant, “ Go 
and do likewise.’ 
The time never has occurred, when the exer- 
cise of this god-like temper was more pre-emi- 
nently required than the present. Education, 
Missionary and Benevolent Societies of every 
name require assistance, and our native Brethren 
of the West, and common Brethren of the East, 
imperatively say ** Come and help us.’ There isa 
claim,—nay, there is a command, as weiglity as 
(mnipotence upon every man, woman and child. 
Millions! millions! of zmmortal souls, may perish 
if we withhold our aid. 


—— 
For the Religious Intelligencer. 


OBITUARY. 

Died at Madrid, New-York, on the 25th Nov. 
last, of a cancer, Deacon Satmon Gray, aged 
45 years, He has lefta wife and seven children, 
to mourn the loss of one of the excellent of the 
earth. 

For nineteen years he had been a devoted ser- 
vant of the Lord Jesus Christ. His heart was 
uniformly impressed with a sense of the amazing 
worth of souls, of the deceitfuluess of the human 
heart, and of the danger of delaying the work of 
repentance. 

lew men appear to be more distressed in view 
of the awful condition of impenitent sinners, than 
he appeared almost uniformly to be. He rarely 
suffered an opportunity to reprove the careless 
and the profane to pass, without discharging his 
rluty to them and to God. His reproofs were al- 
ways mild, yet pertinent, solemn and forcible. 
Among the sick and dying, this excellent man 
was a faithful attendant ; whatever he could do 
means of conversation, prayer or otherwise, he 
seemed to be happy in doing ; he chose to go to 
the house of mourning, rather than the house of 
feasting. 

In religious awakenings, Deacon Gray was 
uniformly active, zealous, persevering, faithful, 
and skilful. He was always the happiest when 
religion prospered most, and no trial more distres- 

sed him than to see the church of God in ad- 
versity. During his last illness his pains were 
most excruciating, yet his mind was calm and 
serene. The greatest trial which he appeared to 
have with his bodily distress or with his heart, 
was the fear that he should be inpatient under 
his sufferings ; his constant praver was, that God 
would search his heart and make it known to 
him, pardon his sins, and give him patience 
to bear all his afflictions without dishonouring 
religion. 

During the confinement of Deacon Gray, his 
attention was wholly devoted to the subject of 
religion. It was rarely the case that an individ- 
ual came within his notice, without hearing a 
most solemn address appropriate to his condition. 
Christians flocked around his bed to hear his 
pious instructions, to impart which, he always 
seemedto be happy ; while those who hated in- 
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struction and repreof, could with difficulty he 
suaded to approach him. Pe 

Although his mind was seldom raised to Ces, 
cies of joy, yet to his last moments he enjoyed 
unshaken confidence in God. He would oftey 
mention that death had no terror to him, that thy 
grave appeared a pieasant resting place {oy |, 
mortal body, and that it was his desire to depar 
and be with his Saviour. To his last moiney, 
he signified that his soul was happy, and that, 
confidence in his Saviour was unshaken. 

Iu the death of Deacon Gray, the Church has 
Jost a member who uniformly adorned his jp, 
fession. They have lost a counsellor and lead, 
possessing an uncommonly er eo, to fi 
his station with great usefulness. His family hay, 
lost a husband and father, whose faithful war. 
ings and instructions will long be remembered 
He was affectionate in his family, benevolent, 
the poor, and the succourer of many, especially ¢/ 
the widow and fatherless. He has left the worl 
we have reason to believe, for the world of glory 
yet every friend to God, and the best interests y 
men, regret the loss they have sustained. 


For the Religious Intelligencer. 


The family of the Rev. JosHua Kyiaut, Pa 
tor of the Second Church of Christ in Sherburne, 
(N. Y.) has for several months been peculiar. 
ly visited with affliction. Nearly a year ago, Wight. 
man Hervey, his third son, a lad nearly twely 
years of age, was taken suddenly ill of a coy 
sumption, symptoms of which had been hangin 
about him for more than a twelvemonth, and 
part of the time he’had been confined to his 
hed. During his whole sickness, he manifestet 
that patience and resignation, which did honow 
to the christian religion, in which for two year: 
he had enjoyed a comfortable hope, and gave 
evidence of a change of heart, though he bad oe 
made a public profession of his faith. In the 
nearer prospect of death, his hope revived, his 
faith gained strength, cheered and animated him 
in his last hours. Apprehensive his departure 
was near, he divided what money he possessed 
between his youngest brother and the missionary 
cause, and desired his younger brothers and sister 
to be called. In the most tender and persuasive 
manner, without a ruffled feature or a tear, ex- 
horted and entreated them to be good children— 
to be obedient to their parents, to love God, and 
read the scriptures,—repent of sin, believe in the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and he would wash them in 
his own blood, and save them ; and then, when 
you die, said he, we shall sing praises and halle: 
lujahs to God and the Lamb forever and ever i 
heaven. Being nearly exhausted, he supposed 
himself to be dying, with his thumb and fore fin- 
ger of his right hand closed his eyes, and let lus 
hand fall across his left which lay on his breast 
But contrary to lis and his friends’ expectation, 
he revived, and satisfactorily answered many 
questions which were asked him. 
asked him if he was willing to leave his pareatsr 
his brothers and sisters,—he replied, I am wil- 

ling to leave them, I leave them ali in the hands 
of God, and I go to Jesus. Some hours after, he 
had another distressed turn, in which it was 
thought by his friends that he had breathed bis 
last, but he again revived, and as soon as he was 
able to speak, said death is more lingering than | 
thought itwas. Being asked if he felt impatient 
to be gone, replied with a smile, O no, I am wil- 
ling to wait God’s time, that is the best time. 
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Shortly after this, he appeared to decline, ard in 
few hours the soul was dismissed from its earth- 
‘tabernacle, the 8th of March last. ¥ 

‘His associates and schoolmates, who visited 
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ould oft im in his last illness, he exhorted and entreated 
» that ty » prepare, while in health, for death and eternity, 
Ce for hich gave rise to the following lines, which 


vere inscribed on his tomb stone. 


Now lovely youth, and kindred dear, 
My last expiring counsel hear ; 
Then wein heaven, shall Jesus meet, 
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hi ch by In joy, through grace each other greet. 
Is r . Fe 
id lente But the afilictions and trials of the family termi- 





ed not with this painful scene, it served only to 
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Mily hay, repare them for a more trying hour. Mrs. 
Ul Warp. Knight, who had not enjoyed a great share of 
embere, health fur many years wasin September last, seiz- 
VOlent p ed with an imflammatory fever, which termina- 
Cially of ted in her dissolution. Although for four months, 
he worl; confined to her room and the greater part of the 
of glory ime unable to turn herself in bed, and exercised 





at times with extreme pain, nota murmur or com- 
plaint escaped her lips, but she appeared cordial- 
ly to acquiesce in the divine dispensations. Early 
in her confinement she became impressed with 
the idea that it was her last sickness,—and some 
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T, Pas time before her disselution, conceiving she had 
rburne, not long to live, she took her leave of her compan- 
*Culiar. ion and her children, giving them her last and 










dying counsel ; and after resting a few minutes, 
' she broke out in an audible prayer ; that God would 
grant her more clear and animating views of his 


Wight. 


twelre 


A COp- 
ANging glorious character—that he would prepare her 
1, and for the conflict, and receive her soul to the man- 
to his sions of glory to dwell forever with her Saviour. 
fester And though her lips were so parched with fever 
onour as to need frequent wetting, she continued her 
years supplications for her companion, that he might 
ave be supported under his trials—that he might be a 
d not faithful minister of the New Testament, an ex- 
the ample of piety to his people, of great usefulness 
1, his in the world, and train up his family for God.— 
him For her children, that those who profess to be 
rture chrisians might walk worthy of their high and 
ssed holy vocation, and exemplify vital piety by their 
nary lives and eonversation,—and that God would have 
ister compassion and mercy on those that were young 
sive and out of the ark of safety, and in covenant 
ex: faithfulness, bring them to a saving knowledge 
n— of Christ. 
and She prayed for her aged parents—for the church 
the » of which she was a member—for the cause of 
‘in Zion at large—for the missionary cause in gene- 
eu ral—and for the poor benighted heathen in parti- 
le- cular. Reluctant to leave this church in their 
in present lifeless state, she again fervently plead 
d with God that he would sanctify her death unto 
- = them,—and in the language of her Saviour clo- 
is sed— Father into thy hand I commend my spirit.” 


t But her work was not yet done ; she survived 
, - this hour of distress, und remained more comfort- 
y able several days, during which time she reques- 
— ted a certain sum of money to be given by her 
. husband, when most convenient, to the American 
Bible Society, through the medium of this Coun- 
. Be ty Bible Soctety, te an equal sum to the Foreign 
. Missionary Society, and gave as her last token of 
Iriendship and love to the poor heathen, cloth for 
a gown, designed for her own use. Her work 
veg nearly accomplished, and her strengh fail- 
ing, she again took her leave of her companion 
and'children in a somewhatsimilar manner as be- 
lore, and being asked if she felt clear and com- 
‘Ortable in her mind, replied, ever smee I enter- 
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tained hope of an interest in the Saviour, the 
people of God have been dear to me ; I have 
delighted in their society ; and folly and wicked- 
ness have appeared odious—I cannot persuade 
myself that God will cast me off, to associate 
forever with those, in whom J could take no com- 
fort here ; but should he reject me, 1 must ad- 
mire, adore, and praise him forever ; he is infi- 
nitely amiable and deserving my highest Jove.— 
After several hours of extreme pain, it was con- 
jectured that mortification ensued, and without a 
struggle or a groan, she resigned her soul to him 
who gave it, exemplifying in her last moments the 
idea expressed by Dr. Watts. 

Jesus can make a dying bed, 

Feel soft as downy pillows are ; 

While on his breast I lean my head, 

And breathe my life out sweetly there. 


She expired on the twenty-second of January. 
Her remains were interred on the twenty-fourth, 
when the Rev. L. S. Rexford, preached to a nu- 
merous, attentive and solemn assembly, from the 
words—“ Behold I die-—Blessed are the dead who 
die in the Lord.” 

Sherburne, Feb. 4th, 1823. 


SUMMARY. 
The New-York Society for promoting 


the Gospel among Seamen, have appoint- 

ed the Rev. Henry CHASE a missionary. 

This Society has received.a grant from the 

United Domestic Missionary Society of 
200. 

A Society for promoting the Gospel a- 
mong Seamen, was formed in Charleston, 
S.C. on the 3rd. ult. of which Tuomas 
Napier, is President, and THomas'S. 
GrimkeE, Corresponding Secretary. 


Six thousand nine hundred and sixty 
one persons received medical aid from the 
City Dispensary of New-York, during the 
last year. The expenses of the institution 
were $2,560. 

The Treasurer of the American Edu- 
cation Society acknowledges the recéipt of 
$1765,25 in the month of January. 


A subscription has been opened in Cam- 
den, S. C. for the purpose of erecting a 
monument to the memory of Baron De 
Kalb. 

The Foreign Missionary society of Bath 
and its vicinity held its annual meeting on 
the 7th ult.: of this society the Rev. John 
W. Ellingwood, is President, and Seth 
Trufant, Esq. Secretary. “During the 
eleven years of its existence, exclusive of 
the present year, the taxes of which are not 
yet fully collected, it has paid to the “Ame 
rican Board of Commissioners” for For- 
eign Missions, one thousand and sixty eyght 
dollars, making an average of ninety se- 
ven dollars a year.” 
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Propasals have been issued for publish- 
ing Essays on some of the First Principles 
of Metaphysics, Ethics and Theoiogy, by 
Asa Burton, D. UD. Pastor of the Church 
in Thetford Vermont. ‘These essays will 
oecupy an octavo volume of about 900 
pages. 


The work by President Allen of Bow- 
doin College, which we lately announced 
as inthe press, has been published. It is 
entitled “Account of Smpwiecks and other 
awlul disasters at sea, designed to be inter- 
esting and useful to mariners.” Among 
other remarks respecting this work, the 
Editor of the Christian Mirror, observes : 
“The original parts of this work are free in 
a great measure froma mode of address 
which we think is too commonly used. 
When men speak or write for the benefit 
of seamen, they seein to think it indispen- 
sable to use their peculiar language. When 
pursued tu some exient, this nethod doubt- 
less secures their attention ; and their 
terms and phrases afford some impressive 
figures for the illustration of truth, when it 
is already tolerably understood. But an 
abundant use of their language, must iath- 
er amuse than instruct. American sea- 
men generally understand common fan- 
guage, as well as that of thei protession, 
Will they not deem themseives degraded, 
when a man feels obliged to use the latter ? 
It istreating them like children, who can- 
not understand the language oi adults.” 


Since the establishment of the Semina- 
ry at Andover, Mass. in 1800, 254 students 
have graduated, of these 114 are settled in 
the ministry, 30 are licentiates, some of 
whom are employed as Preceptors, 39 are 
missionaries in this couatry and 17 in for- 
eign countries. The residence &c, of 38 
are unknown. 


The Rev. Mr.Benedict of Pawtucket, R. 
i. requests that information imay be com- 
municated to him respecting the ministers, 
churches, associations &c. of the Congre- 
gationalists. Mr. B. is preparing for the 
gress a history of all religions. 


The Jews of Philadelphia, are erecting 
a new Synagogue. in a_ corner stone 
were deposited the coins of the country, 
and a plate bearing the inscription :—* The 
corner stone of a house consecrated to the 
worship of Almighty God Jehovah, by the 
congregation of Kal Kadosh Miekve Israel, 
is placed in its bed by John Moss, on the 
Lith day of Tristi, Anno Mundi, 5588, cor- 
responding to the 26." day of September, in 
the 47th year of the Independence of the 
United States of America.” The names 
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of the President and Vice President Of the 
U.S. of the Governor of Pennsylvania, ang 
of the Building Committee were also jp, 
scribed. 


The Buildings of the University of Vj. 
ginia are nearly completed. They hay 
already cost $226,161. It is estimated thy 
the remaining building will cost $46,847, 


The Senate of Massachusetts, by a yoy 
of 26 to 3, and the House of Representa. 
tives by a vote of 100 to 4 have refused , 
charter for the establishment of a College 
at Amherst. 


The Marine Society of New-York, which 
was established previously to the Declara. 
tion of Independence, has distributed $81, 
195 among widows and orphans. 





BY HIS EXCELLENCY 
OLIVER WOLCOTT, 
Governor and Commander in Chief in and over 
the State of Connecticut, 


A PROCLAMATION. 


4s it isa duty and a privilege of the members of 
Christian communities to set apart stated peri: 
ods for the purpose of presenting themselves 
before their HeaveNty Fatuer, humbly be 
seeching Him, of His great mercy. lo pardon 
their numerous transgressions, and imploring 
His blessing upan them, individually and cal: 
lectively : 

With these views, and in conformity to 
the pious usage of our ancestors and their de 
cendants, | bave thought proper to appont, 
Friday, the twenty eighth day of March nert, to 
be observed as a day of +s: U MILIATION, FAS- 
TING and PRAYER. And I recommend to 
all the good people of this State, to assemble, 
on said day, at their respective places of public 
worship, and, with their m nisters and teachers 
of all denominations, to present their united 
supplicaiions to ALMicuty Gop, that He would 
be pleased to give us a spirit of true repentance 
for all our sins, enable us to have a realizing 
sense of their nature and tendency, and gra- 
ciously to forgive them; that He would vouch- 
safe to bestow upon us the influence of His 
Divine “Pirit, thereby enabling us to reform 
whaieveris amiss, and faithfully to discharge 
the duties which we owe to Gop, our tellow- 
men, and our souls ; and that we may possess 
that taiih in the religion of His Sow, our Sav- 
iour and Judge, which wiil be our comfort in 
this world, our consolation in death, and our 
efernal triumph in Heaven. 


At the same time to implore Divine blessings 


on our country; that He would cause all the 
lawful pursuits of His People to prosper; 
bountifully reward their agricalture mechan- 
ic arts, fisherics and commerce. that He 
would remove sickness, and ¢ause the lives 
and health of His People to be precieus in His 
sight ; that He would direct and bless the 
President of the United State, and all the au- 
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s of the General and State Govern- 
ments; enable them to be a terror to evil-do- 
ers, and a praise to them that do well ; disei- 
te every root of bitterness, and dissention ; 
avert (he consequences of Aheir errours; en 
lighten their minds to perceive and to pursue 
the public good, and enable them, by wise 
counsels and measures, to confirm and per- 
tuate our National Union ; so that the Peo- 
ple may under their righteous administration, 
live quiet and peacable lives, in all godliness 
and honesty. ere 

Also, that He would bless tbe whele family 

of wankind ; expel superstition, ignorance and 
tyranny ; break the rod of the oppressor, and 
extend the blessings of civil and religious lib 
erty, civilization, and mild and uniform gov- 
ernments, to all nations. 

All servile labour, on said day is by law for- 

biden. 

Given under my hand, at Litchfield, this twen 
ty-seventh day of January, in the year of 
our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
twenty-three, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America, the forty seventh. 

OLIVER WOLCOTT. 


By His Excellency’s command, 
Tuomas Day, Secretary. 


ihoritie 


DECLINE OF INFIDELITY. 


In the late reign of infidelity, Newburgh, 
N.Y. was remarkable for its deism. A 
blind emissary of infidelity, who visited 
Baltimore, and other places, appeared in 
Newburgh, and preached, in the court 
house, his abominable doctrines, railing a- 
gainst the Bible and every sacred thing con- 
nected with Christianity. ‘Through his in- 
fluence there was formed there a Druidical 
Seciety, named after the heathen Druidical 
Priests in Britain before the introduction of 
Christianity into that island. It had a high 
priest, and met at stated times. ‘These 
meetings were held in the true spirit of in- 
fidel immorality, for the purpose of rooting 
out and destroying all true religion. There 
was at that time one Christian organized 
congregation in Newburgh. Its pastor, the 
professors, and the friends of Bible religion 
generally, were openly attacked in the 
streets, and ridiculed with many vulgar and 
abusive epithets: and it is said, the pastor 
was even spit upon. ~The men who were 
attached to this infidel club possessed con- 
siderable wealth and influence. 

On a Sabbath, when the Sacrament of 
the Lord’s supper was dispensing in the 
Christian congregation of the village, a few 
of the leading members of the Druidical 
club wert to a spring, in the neighborhood, 
and one of them, with the approbation of 
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the rest, administered the Sacrament to 
dogs. On the same evening, he who had 
done the impious deed was attacked with a 
violent inflammatory disease ; his inflamed 
eye balls were protruded from their sock- 
ets; his tongue was swollen in his month ; 
and he died before morning, in great men- 
tal and bodily agony. This awful judg- 
ment was esteemed a death blow to deism 
in Newburgh. 

Other infidels have since died, in the vil- 
lage; deaths little less alarming. One of 
them, after a life of intemperance, was at- 
taeked by mortification and carbuncles on 
his back—into which the surgeons cut deep- 
ly. While writhing under the pain of the 
operation, he begged the operator to ab- 
stain, and said,“ He did not wish to go to 
hell with his back thus cut to pieces.” His 
infidel associates commonly attended a- 
round his death-bed, and shamelessly m- 
dulged in boisterous laughter and mirth. 
When his deistical connections were not in 
the room he said “ It was strange that he, 
who but a few days before had been in 
health, should be now afflicted so dreadful - 
ly, and that if he did not expect to recover 
he should be the most miserable man upon 
earth.” On the night of his death, and 
shortly before it, he, according to the habit 
of his life, swore in a shockingly profane 
manner. 

Some other deists, who formerly occupi- 
ed a respectable rank in society, and pos- 
sessed considerable property, are now so 
degraded, “that no one does them rever- 
ence.” 

There are, at present, five churches ana 
six congregations, within the corporation 
limits of Newburgh, and a flourishing Bi- 
ble Society, while deism is so abashed that 
hardly any one dares to speak in its favour 
The population of the village is about 3,000 
souls. [.Vewburgh Witness. 


—_— — = 


A certain benevolent Quaker in New 
York, was asked by a poor man for mone} 
as charity, or for work. The Quaker ob 
seryed, * Friend, [ do not know what work 
I can give thee to do. Let me see—thou 
mayest take my wood, that is in the yard, 
up stairs, and I will give thee half a dol- 
lar.’ This the poor man was glad to do, 
and the job lasted him till about noon, 
when be came and told bim, the work was 
done, and asked him if he had any more 
to do. “ Why, friend, let me consider,- 
said the Quaker—* Oh, thou mayest take 
the wood down again, and I will give thee 
another half dollar.” 








024 Poetry—Union in Prayer—Anecdote. [Fes 


POETRY. 
From the London Christian Guardian. 
STANZAS ON THE DEATH OF THE REV. J. OWEN, 
Late Secretary of the British Bible Society. 
Soldier of Christ ! well prov’d and tried, 
Thy warfare is accomplished : thou 
Hast fought the glorious fight, and died 
Contending for the faith ; and now 
The righteous Judge for thee prepares 
‘The crown each faithful follower wears. 
We saw thee long a “ watchman” stand, 
Thy banner of the cross unfurl’d ; 
The torch of truth blaz’d in thy hand, 
To comfort a benighted world ; 
And distant nations bless’d the sight, 
And hail’d that * burning, shining light.” 
With inspiration’s hallowed tlame 
Thy lips were touch’d : thy heart o’erran 
With Christian zeal, that well became 
The delegate of Heav’n to man, 
Charg d with “ glad tidings” teem above, 
Peace, pardon, and redeeming love. 
Well done, thou faithful to the end, 
Unwearied in thy work divine ; 
Oh! may the Lord ot Harvest send 
Such labour and such love as thine. 
Oh! may thy gifts and graces find 
Meet retuge in a kindred mind. 
Pilgrim, we may not weep for thee ; 
Thy God hath call'd thee to thy rest. 
I'he *‘ haven” where each saint “ wonld be” 
Is gain’d, and thou art more than blest. 
lieav'n is thy home, and Abraham’s Lord 
Is thine exceeding great reward! 





Krom Dr. Dwight’s Sermon on the manner 
of preaching. 

An affectionate manner is in itself amia- 
ble and engaging. Men naturally love 
those, who appear benevolent and tender- 
hearted ; and imost of all require and love 
this character in the Minister of the Gos- 
pel. ‘Phis character, or its Opposite, can 
hardly fail to appear in his discourses. 
Maeve are so many things in the subjects 
of his preaching, whieh naturally call forth 
cenderness and affection, that, if he possess 
this disposition, it cannot fail to appear in 
his sentiments, in his language, and in his 
manper of utterance. Wherever it ap- 
pears, it will be acknowledged and loved ; 
and the words of a beloved preacher will 
always come to his flock with a peculiar 
nower of persuasion. 

UNION IN PRAYER. 

Stand fast in one spirit, with one mind, 
striving together forthe faith of the Gosvel, 
and in nothing terrified by your adversaries, 
Phil. i. 27, 28. 


We have satisfactory evidence iy the 
present day, that the union of Christians 
in Religious Societies, is an effectual mode 
of propagating the Gospel. ‘The blessing 
of God is now visibly resting on these soc;. 
eties. In order that Christians may act to. 
gether with effect, let them pray to thei; 
heavevly Father to give them firmness, 
grace, love, unanimity, constancy, co-op- 
peration, zeal for the extension of the Re- 
deemer,s kingdom, intelligence, resolution, 
and Christian fortitude. While we have 
the privilege of striving together for the 
truth of the gospel, let us pray for the Mis. 
sionary in distant lands, who is striving a- 
lone. May he at least have the company 
and support of one friend, and may minis. 
tering spirits be sent forth to assist him 
Brethren, though the globe lies betwixt us, 
know that we are this day praying for you. 
Let us pray also for those who are wan- 
dering in the solitude of sin, and to whom 
the world is a desert, whether heathens o: 
nominal Christians: and for those whom 
ignorance or unhappy prejudices keep a- 
part from us; and for those by whose 
misrepresentations they have been prejudi- 
ced. Lord have mercy upon all these; 
aud help, convert, enlighten, or pardon 

them as their case may require. 
Text Book. 


INSTALLATION. 

On the 12th inst. Rev. SytvesterR Burr, was 
installed pastor of the church and society in Great 
Barrington, Mass. A very numerous audience 
assembled onthe occasion. The season was ren- 
dered peculiarly solemn by the exhibition of a 
veri appropriate and affecting farewell address 
read by the moderator of fhe council atthe com- 
mencement of the religious exercises, from the 
Rev. E. WHEELER, whose relation to the church 
and society was dissolved at his request,—on ac- 
count of bodily infirmity on the same day. 

The several parts of the service were executed 
in the most moressive and solemn manner. Rev. 
Levi White ff ved the introductory prayer ; Rev. 
Heman Humpivey preached the sermon, text 1 
Cor. 3,6,7; Rev. Samue! Shepard, D. D. made 
the installing prayer ; Rev. Alvan Hyde, D. D. 
gave the charge ; Rev. James Bradford expres- 
sed the fellowship of the church ; Rev. David D. 
Field gave an address to the church and congre- 
gation ; and the Rey. J. Warren Dow offered 
the concluding prayer. The music on the occa- 
sion was performed ina style rarely exceeded. 
The attention of a crowded audience was uncom- 
moniy fixed, during an exercise of about three 
hours. May the head of the church add his bies- 
sing, and ouild up his Zion. —Communicated. 
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